








March 29-30, 2019
Brigham Young 
University Museum
of Art
	 •	 Alexander Craghead
	 •	 Dan Davis
	 •	 Barre Fong
	 •	 Justin Franz
	 •	 Victor Hand
	 •	 Drake Hokanson
	 •	 Christine 

Hult-Lewis
	 •	 Elrond Lawrence
	 •	 Ashlee Whitaker
	 •	 Additional 
       panelists, Kevin P. 

Keefe and James 
Swensen

Sept. 13-15, 2019 
Lake Forest College
	 •	 Ben Bachman
	 •	 Gil Bennett
	 •	 Jennifer Bodine
	 •	 Barre Fong
	 •	 John Free
	 •	 Oren Helbok
	 •	 Charlie Hunter
	 •	 Ron Perisho
	 •	 Eric Williams

April 18, 2020 
Virtual Conversations
	 •	 Gil Bennett
	 •	 Travis Dewitz and 

Todd Halamka
	 •	 Adrienne Evans
	 •	 Fred Frailey & 

Kevin P. Keefe
	 •	 Justin Franz
	 •	 Oren Helbok & 

George Hiotis
	 •	 Elrond Lawrence
	 •	 Dennis Livesey
	 •	 Scott Lothes
	 •	 Ken Rehor
	 •	 Camron Settlemier

Sept. 19, 2020 
Virtual Conversations
	 •	 Apurva Bahadur
	 •	 Darryl Bond
	 •	 Frederick Simon
	 •	 Laura Smith
	 •	 Rolf  Stumpf  & 

Mike Valentine
	 •	 Roger Watt

April 10, 2021 
Virtual Conversations
	 •	 Patrick Cashin
	 •	 William Gill
	 •	 Jonathan Glancey 

& Ian Logan
	 •	 Erik C. Lindgren
	 •	 Jeff Mast
	 •	 Kevin Scanlon
	 •	 Kevin Tomasic
	 •	 Yoichi Uzeki

April 8-10, 2022
Conversations 2022
	 •	 Lee Alban
	 •	 Adrienne Evans
	 •	 Kevin Keefe
	 •	 Natalie Krecek
	 •	 Elrond Lawrence
	 •	 Mark Llanuza
	 •	 Dennis Livesey
	 •	 Scott Lothes
	 •	 Mike Raia
	 •	 Erin Rose
	 •	 Erik Shicotte
	 •	 Heather Sonntag

November 19, 2022 
Virtual Conversations
	 •	 Brice Douglas
	 •	 Adrienne Evans
	 •	 Andrew Lynch
	 •	 Emily Moser
	 •	 Heather Sonntag
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Scenes from Conversations 2022. Photographs by Erin Rose and Ken Rehor



Directors, Officers, and Staff

Jeff Brouws, Stanfordville, New York, brings the 
Center knowledge of  nineteenth and twentieth 
century photography and a broad background in 
publishing, with seven photography books to his 
credit. His photographs can be found in numerous 
public and private collections.

Norman Carlson, Lake Forest, Illinois, spent thirty-
four years with Arthur Anderson where he led the 
transportation industry practice for eleven years. He 
is president of  the Shore Line Interurban Historical 
Society and managing editor of  its publication First 
& Fastest.

Adrienne Evans (Director of  Archives and Col-
lections), Madison, Wisconsin, received a master’s 
degree from UW-Madison’s School of  Library 
Information Studies in 2014. She worked at History 
Colorado for two years before coming to the Center 
in 2017.

T. Bondurant French (Chair), Glen Ellyn, Illinois, 
is the executive chairman of  Adams Street Partners, 
one of  the largest and oldest managers of  private 
equity investment in the world. A lifelong rail 
enthusiast, Bon has photographed some 700 
different railroads.

H. Roger Grant, Clemson, South Carolina, is a 
professor of  history at Clemson and an active writer 
of  railroad history. His dozens of  books include 
company histories of  several railroads. He is a 
native of  Albia, Iowa, and previously taught at the 
University of  Akron. 

Todd Halamka, Western Springs, Illinois, is a 
practicing architect and founder of  Todd Halamka 
+ Partners in downtown Chicago. His focus on 
railroad photography began in 2011, combining 
his lifelong love of  trains and the outdoors with his 
fascination for image-making.

Nona Hill (Treasurer), Madison, Wisconsin, and 
Clark Johnson, her husband, managed High Iron 
Travel, operator of  the Caritas, the most widely 
traveled private car in America. She helps lead multiple 
passenger rail advocacy groups in Wisconsin.

David Kahler (Vice-Chair), Pittsboro, North 
Carolina, practiced architecture for more than thirty 
years and has been recognized as a Fellow of  the 
American Institute of  Architects. He is active as a 
consultant and advisor, and he authored The Railroad 
and the Art of  Place.

Kevin P. Keefe, Milwaukee, Wisconsin, is the 
retired vice-president-editorial for Kalmbach Pub-
lishing Co. He served as editor of  Trains from 1992 
to 2000. As a student at Michigan State, he worked 
on Pere Marquette steam locomotive no. 1225, and 
he later authored a book about it.

Scott Lothes (President and Executive Director), 
Madison, Wisconsin, joined the Center’s staff in 
2008. He has authored or co-authored eight books 
while contributing articles and photographs to 
numerous magazines. He also edits the Center’s 
journal, Railroad Heritage.

Albert O. Louer, Williamsburg, Virginia, recently 
retired as Director of  Principal Gifts at the Colonial 
Williamsburg Foundation. He worked in museums 
for fifty years and has research and collecting interests 
in the Pullman Co. and Midwestern railroads.

Natalie Krecek (Processing Archivist), Madison, 
Wisconsin, joined the Center in 2018 and is now a 
processing archivist. She received a B.A. degree in 
anthropology from North Central College in 2017. 
Her past work experience includes an internship at 
Chicago’s Field Museum.

Justin Franz, Columbia Falls, Montana, has a de-
gree from the University of  Montana’s School of  
Journalism, and is the associate editor of  Railfan & 
Railroad magazine. His work has appeared in numerous 
publications, including the Washington Post, New York 
Times, Atlas Obscura, and many more.

Betsy Fahlman, Tempe, Arizona, is a professor 
of  art history at Arizona State University. She 
holds a Ph.D. from the University of  Delaware and 
specializes in American Art, and she has interests 
in public art, American modernism, the New Deal, 
and industrial archeology.

Ronald L. Batory, Santa Fe, New Mexico, recently 
retired as the administrator of  the Federal Railroad 
Administration. His prior career spanned forty-five 
years in the railroad industry as president of  The 
Belt Railway Company of  Chicago and president 
and chief  operating officer of  Conrail.

Abigail Guidry (Archives and Administrative 
Assistant), Madison, Wisconsin, joined the Center in 
2021. Her duties include digitization and processing 
work as well as administrative tasks. Abigail has a 
Master’s in Library and Information Studies from 
UW-Madison.
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Elrond Lawrence (Acquisitions & Marketing 
Coordinator), Salinas, California, joined the Center’s 
team in the part-time role of  acquisitions coordinator 
in 2021. His recently expanded role is divided between 
working with collections donors and establishing a 
marketing communications program for the Center.

Inga Velten (Development Director), Madison, 
Wisconsin, joined the Center in 2017 and has twenty 
years of  experience in nonprofit fundraising and 
administration, with expertise in data management, 
prospect research, and major gift fundraising. 

Hailey Paige (Exhibitions and Events Manager), 
Madison, Wisconsin, received a master’s degree from 
Eastern Illinois University in Historical Administra-
tion in 2017. She has held several positions in the 
museum field before coming to the Center in 2017. 

Michael P. Schmidt (Secretary), Owosso, Michigan, 
is an orthopedic surgeon and a collector of  railroad 
photographs and paintings. He is Vice Chief  of  
Staff, Chief  of  Surgery, and serves on the board of  
trustees of  his hospital. 

Richard Tower, San Francisco, California, has 
spent much of  his career in the railroad industry 
with Southern Pacific and Amtrak, and as a 
consultant. With his wife Caroline, he manages the 
Candelaria Fund, which supports many community 
organizations.

Heather Sonntag (Associate Archivist), Madison,  
Wisconsin, is processing the Steinheimer Collection 
of  color slides. She holds a Ph.D. in cultural history 
and a Master’s in Library and Information Studies 
from UW-Madison, and she also works as an assis-
tant archivist at the Wisconsin Historical Society.

Erin Rose (Reference and Digital Projects Archivist), 
Madison, Wisconsin, joined the Center in 2017 for a 
few months as an intern, and she returned in 2021 in 
the new role of  reference and digital projects archi-
vist. She handles image requests, collections process-
ing, and other digital projects.

Peter Mosse, New York, New York, grew up in 
England and moved to the U.S. in 1977 to set up 
a precious metals trading subsidiary for the UK 
Rothschild banking group. He began collecting 
railroad paintings in 1980 and now owns more than 
200 original works.

Gil Taylor (Processing Archivist), Madison, Wis-
consin, is currently working on the Henry Posner 
III Collection and is also the Center’s specialist in 
moving image film. He holds a bachelor of  arts from 
Bates College in Maine and a Master’s in Library 
and Information Studies from UW-Madison.
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The Board of Directors for the Center for Railroad Photography & Art at the 
offices of Kalmbach Publishing Company in Waukesha, Wisconsin, during 
the board’s annual meeting in 2015. From left to right: Scott Lothes, Kevin 
Keefe, Michael Schmidt, Norm Carlson, Michael Valentine (emeritus), Rich-
ard Tower, John Gruber (emeritus), Nona Hill, Al Louer, Bon French, Jeff 
Brouws, and David Kahler. Not pictured: Ronald L. Batory, Betsy Fahlman, 
Justin Franz, H. Roger Grant, Todd Halamka, and Peter Mosse.

Staff for the Center for Railroad Photography & Art at the East Troy Railway 
Museum in East Troy, Wisconsin, in 2021. From left to right: Charlie Tonelli 
(emeritus), Adrienne Evans, Erin Rose, Natalie Krecek, Hailey Paige, Abigail 
Guidry, Heather Sonntag, Inga Velten, and Scott Lothes. Not pictured: 
Elrond Lawrence and Gil Taylor.



Railroad Heritage Visual Archive 

The Center for Railroad Photography & Art’s Railroad 
Heritage Visual Archive encompasses sixty discrete collec-
tions which contain approximately half-a-million images 
created between the 1880s and the present. International 
in scope, our collections depict railroad equipment, opera-
tions, passengers, laborers, and environments in more than 
fifty-four countries. While we also collect 2D visual materi-
als in various mediums, photographic images make up the 
bulk of  our holdings. Artists represented in our collections 
include both talented hobbyists and vernacular photogra-
phers as well as celebrated luminaries of  the field. Collec-
tively, the scope of  their work extends beyond the con-
trolled views offered by the railroad industry to present a 
holistic and compelling story of  a technology that’s central 
to historical narratives across the globe. Furthermore, over 
the course of  the twentieth century, railroad enthusiasts 

have formed a community, centered on photography, with 
its own distinct publications, lingo, and visual culture. Our 
collections document the development of  this subculture 
throughout the last 100 years.

Archival work on the collections occurs daily in the 
CRP&A’s offices in Madison, Wisconsin. Director of  Ar-
chives and Collections Adrienne Evans heads a collections 
team of  five. The CRP&A frequently adds new accessions 
to our permanent collections. All potential donations are 
reviewed and approved by the Center’s Board of  Directors 
before they are added to the archive. 

You can learn more about our donations process as well as 
our Collection Management Policy on our website: 
www.railphoto-art.org/collections
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Top: Union Pacific Railroad steam locomotive no. 8444 on the turntable 
in Green River, Wyoming, on August 31, 1968. Photograph by Victor 
Hand, Hand-UP-64-113

Top: Canadian Pacific Railroad diesel locomotive no. 4106 leads the 
railroad’s business train near Stephen, British Columbia, Canada, on 
August 21, 2007. Photograph by William E. Botkin

Bottom: On New Hampshire’s Mount Washington Cog Railway, two 
uphill trains prepare to back out of Waumbek Siding on July 27, 1983. 
Photograph by Thomas F. McIlwraith, McIlwraith-01-038-13

Bottom: Reading Company 4-4-2 steam locomotive pulls an eastbound 
passenger train in Black Rock Tunnel west of Phoenixville, Pennsylvania, 
on June 2, 1940. Photograph by Donald W. Furler, Furler-03-106-02



Recognize That Location?
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Are you an expert railfan? Put your knowledge to the 
test (and assist the Center’s collections staff) at Conver-
sations’ first-ever Collections I.D. Table! 

The table will feature images from the Center’s archive 
that are missing location and/or date caption 
information. Although staff members certainly take 
measures to correctly identify every image in our care, 
collections come to us in various states of  organization, 
and we digitize thousands of  images per month. While 
we don’t always have the resources to research and 
identify every image, we know we have an enthusiastic 
community who are dedicated to the details! 

We invite you to visit us at the I.D. table, take in some 
great (but unidentified) railroad photography, and share 
any leads you may have regarding image dates, loca-
tions, and other details. Also, the table will be staffed by 
the Center’s collections workers who will also be happy 
to talk archives and answer questions about the Cen-
ter’s holdings, too. 

Stop by and see us in Room 124 in Brown Hall 
during breaks and the reception on Saturday.

Top: McClellan-01-38-05: Conrail passenger train in June of 1994 
from the Jim McClellan Collection. Location unknown (McClellan-
01-38-05).

Middle: Shaughnessy-N-DH-2178: Delaware & Hudson locomotive 
nos. 3049 and 4093 with unidenidentified individual from the Jim 
Shaughnessy Collection. Date and location unknown (Shaughnessy-
N-DH-2178).

Bottom: Hadley 01-076-03: Pennsylvania Railroad locomotive no. 
9525 from the Robert Hadley Collection. Date and location 
unknown (Hadley 01-076-03).



The Role of Technology: 
2023 John E. Gruber Creative Photography Awards Program
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The 2023 John E. Gruber Creative Photography Awards 
Program theme is The Role of  Technology. This year’s 
theme will explore how technology has shaped—and 
continues to inform— how railroads operate, look, and 
perform across time, place, and season. Photographers are 
encouraged to visually interpret the theme expressing how 
technology impacts the evolving nature of  railroads.  

Participants are welcome to submit up to three images in 
either color and/or black-and-white format. Digital and 
film images are acceptable. However, film images should 
be submitted as scans in JPG format with one side of  the 
image at least 1500 pixels. Digital manipulation of  the 
images is acceptable but not required. 

Learn more: www.railphoto-art.org/technology-awards

Darrell Flowers, a Southern Pacific dispatcher at his new desk for Norden, Emigrant Gap, and Shed 47 in the Roseville, California office, on March 
16, 1988. Photograph by Richard Steinheimer, Steinheimer-Burman-BB-009

Please send all submissions to 
award@railphoto-art.org

Prizes
First place, $750
Second place, $500
Third place, $250
Judges Also Liked, one-year subscription to Railroad Heritage

Submission deadline: May 1, 2023
Awards notification: August 1, 2023



Monthly Online Webinar Series
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The CRP&A offers a free monthly online programming 
series on Zoom Webinar. Our programs cover a wide 
range of  topics in the world of  railroading from historical 
subjects to great artists and photographers. All presenta-
tions are recorded, and most are available on our YouTube 
channel at www.youtube.com/railphotoart. Check out our 
past and upcoming events in 2023! We will post updated 
dates and times on our website, email newsletter, and social 
media pages.

January: The Lady Engineer and the Train: Remembering Olive 
W. Dennis and The Cincinnatian, presented by Sharon Har-
wood. Link available by request; send an email to: 
info@railphoto-art.org

February: A Passion for Color: The Railroad Paintings of  
John R. Signor, presented by John Signor. The recording is 
available on our YouTube channel.

March: Inside the Ronald C. Hill Collection, presented by 
Heather Sonntag with special guests Jeff Brouws and Tim 
Tonge. The recording is available on our YouTube channel.

April 25, 12:00 pm (CT): Collections from England’s 
National Railway Museum, presented by Ed Bartholomew. 
The recording will be available on our YouTube channel. 
Register at www.railphoto-art.org/events 

May 23, 7:00 pm (CT): Railroads, Art and American Life: 
An Artist’s Memoir, presented by J. Craig Thorpe. The 
recording will be available on our YouTube channel.

June, date TBD: The History and Development of  Madison’s 
Railroads, a members-only presentation by Scott Lothes in 
conjunction with the Madison Trust for Historic Preserva-
tion. The recording will be available by request for mem-
bers at: info@railphoto-art.org

The CRP&A featured the work of John R. Signor for our February online program. A recording of the event is available on our YouTube Channel



Traveling Exhibitions

The Center for Railroad Photography & Art creates part-
nerships with photographers and museums to bring multi-
ple forms of  beautiful and significant railroad art to venues 
across the country. Stemming from a core focus to preserve 
and present significant images of  railroading, our traveling 
exhibitions include both solo and group shows that span 
the history of  railroading in the United States and beyond. 

Learn more about our traveling exhibitions on our 
website: www.railphoto-art.org/exhibits

We are also pleased to share three online versions of  our 
exhibitions:

• Beebe and Clegg: Their Enduring Photographic Legacy
• The Call of  Trains: Railroad Photographs by Jim Shaughnessy
• Milwaukee’s Beer Line

Current and upcoming exhibitions

John E. Gruber Creative Photography Awards Winners, Colorado 
Railroad Museum, on display into Summer 2023

The Railroad and the Art of  Place: Photographs by David Kahler, 
Historical Society of  Western Virginia, January 16 to 
June 10, 2023

Beebe and Clegg: Their Enduring Photographic Legacy, Colorado 
Railroad Museum, March to December 2023

The Call of  Trains: Railroad Photographs by Jim Shaughnessy, 
James J. Hill House, May 13 to August 31, 2023

After Promontory: 150 Years of  Transcontinental Railroading, 
Mildred Westervelt Warner Transportation Museum, 
May 23 to September 9, 2023

Steam—An Enduring Legacy: The Railroad Photographs of  Joel 
Jensen, Evanston Roundhouse, semi-permanent display 
until further notice

The Railroad and the Art of Place: Photographs by David Kahler on display at the Historical Society of Western Virginia in Roanoke, Virginia. 
Photograph by Ashley Webb
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Sponsors of Conversations 2023

Bringing you

since 1940

great railroad
       photography

Tom Danneman photo

 CPRA Ad.indd   1 3/24/15   3:37 PM

Taking you trackside since 1974.

Subscribe at railfan.com
or call (877) 787-2467 today

North America’s original 
railroad historical society

Sign up securely using MasterCard, Visa, or Discover at www.rlhs.org

As the oldest railroad historical society 
in North America, founded in 1921, 
the R&LHS is proud to support the 
programs of the Center for Railroad 
Photography & Art. 

The award-winning R&LHS journal 
Railroad History combines scholarly 
writing and in-depth book reviews 
with a vibrant format, and is one of the 
world’s premier publications devoted 
to the history of technology.  

Many conference participants are 
R&LHS members already. We urge you 
to join their ranks as we explore the 
history of the railroad industry. 

Please visit the R&LHS table and 
take advantage of bonus copies of 
Railroad History for those who become 
members at the conference. Current 
R&LHS members can also renew and 
purchase back issues.

R&LHS, PO Box 2913, Pflugerville, TX 78691-2913
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Join the Center

The Center for Railroad Photography & Art is a national 
nonprofit arts and education organization founded in 1997 
and based in Madison, Wisconsin. As its mission the Cen-
ter preserves and presents significant images of  railroading, 
interpreting them in publications, programs, exhibitions, 
and online.

We are a membership-supported organization. 
Your support makes our work possible.

Membership benefits
  • Discounted prices at our annual conference 
  • Access to our members-only online events
  • Subscription to our quarterly journal, Railroad Heritage

All gifts are acknowledged and tax-deductible to the full-
est extent provided. Unless you indicate otherwise, your 
gifts for the year will be recognized publicly by category 
in the spring issue of  Railroad Heritage.

With Gratitude
The Center for Railroad Photography & Art gratefully ac-
knowledges the Elizabeth Morse Genius Charitable Trust as 
underwriter of  our fundraising and endowment campaign 
and contributor to our collections program.

Learn more about joining here: 
www.railphoto-art.org/support

Conductor Tom Burke smiles as he helps passengers climb aboard 
the last Milwaukee Road passenger train out of Madison, 
Wisconsin, on April 30, 1971. Photograph by John Gruber

A group of Southern Railway workers in Birmingham, Alabama, on 
April 13, 1977. Photograph by John Gruber, Gruber-08-108-013
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Legacy Society

We are grateful to everyone who supports our mission 
to preserve, present, and sustain the visual culture of  rail-
roading that inspires our community. It is a special honor 
for us to know that some of  you have chosen to include 
the Center in your long-term charitable gift plans. 

Established in 2019, the Center’s Legacy Society honors 
those who have chosen to designate the Center for Rail-
road Photography & Art Endowment as a beneficiary in 
their will or living trust. These thoughtful gifts provide a 
sustainable source of  long-term support that benefits all 
of  the Center’s programs. Distributions from the Endow-
ment now provide nearly one-sixth of  the Center’s annual 
operating budget.  

To have a confidential conversation about planned giving 
options and recognition through the Center’s Legacy Soci-
ety, reach out to Inga Velten, development director, inga@
railphoto-art.org, 608-251-5785, ext. 102. Or, simply share 
the sample language in the box (right) with your advisor 
the next time you update your plans. 

Sample bequest language

I commit ___% and / or $________ of  my 
estate to the Center for Railroad Photography 
& Art Endowment (EIN 47-7373395), 1930 
Monroe Street, Ste. 301, Madison, Wisconsin, 
53711, to provide funding for ___________ 
at the Center or the program(s) most in need 
as determined by the administration of  the 
Center and its board of  directors, and by the 
trustees of  the Center’s endowment fund.  

Eastbound Burlington Northern Railroad freight train in Upton, Wyoming, on July 15, 1980. Photograph by John F. Bjorklund, Bjorklund-11-25-09 
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1930 Monroe Street, Suite 301, Madison, Wisconsin, 53711
608-251-5785 | info@railphoto-art.org | www.railphoto-art.org


